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He has shown you, O man, what is good;
And what does the Lord require of you
But to do justly,
love mercy,
and to walk humbly with your God?   

   -Micah 6:8

Blessed is he who has concern for the poor. 
In times of trouble, the Lord will rescue him.
The Lord will guard him, give him life,’
and make him blessed in the land,
not give him up to the will of his foes.
The Lord will help him on his bed of pain;
you will bring him back from sickness to health.   
 
   -Psalm 41:2
 
So you, by the help of your God, return; observe 
mercy and justice, and wait on your God 
continually. 
 
   -Hosea 12:6
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CREATING DISCUSSION

The New Evangelical Partnership (NEP) has 
collaborated with public health experts in order 

to develop fresh thinking and to form creative 
partnerships for framing the importance and positive 

significance of family planning. This is being done by 
linking family planning to issues such as healthy family 

formation, maternal and child health, and abortion 
reduction. This new framework which we propose 

here will be used to initiate widespread conversation 
and deliberation among United States and international 

evangelicals and others regarding family planning.

THE CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION

“God created man in his own image.” 
-Genesis 1:27-28

“Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

This is the first and greatest commandment. And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments.”

-Hebrews 13:3

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.” 

-Galatians 6:2

“Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.” 

-John 3:2

As Christians, we follow the 
teachings of Jesus Christ in 
determining how to treat people. 
We believe that all Christians 
accept the following principles:
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Worldwide, about 125 million women face social, emotional, and 
spiritual trauma – and for some, the life-threatening risk – of not 
having access to family planning. As a result, one in four births 

worldwide is unplanned, leading to 42 million abortions each year (half of them 
clandestine) and 68,000 women’s deaths. Death in childbirth takes one woman’s 
life per minute per year and ninety-nine percent of these deaths occur in poor 
countries. Many more women survive but have 
their health permanently ruined by repeated 
childbearing. 

Here in the United States, lack of access 
to affordable health insurance results in 
an estimated four in ten poor women of 
reproductive age without family plannng 
services. Although public funding by itself cannot 
meet the total need, it can make a real difference in the lives of women and 
families. Researchers have estimated that publicly-funded family planning helped 
to prevent 973,000 unintended pregnancies . 

As women struggle financially (especially women with children), access to 
health insurance and reproductive health services is less and less available. 
According to a 2009 survey, one in four women report having put off 
gynecological visits to save money. Those using oral contraceptives report 
inconsistent use as a means of saving money. This inconsistent use is 
significantly higher among women who are struggling financially (25% vs. 6%). 

This same survey found that in response to the recession, nearly half of the 
women surveyed wanted to delay pregnancy or limit the number of children 
they would have. These women recognized that unintended parenthood can 
have a staggering impact on a family already struggling financially. Unintended 
pregnancy also has significant societal costs estimated at $12 billion per year. 
At the same time, every public dollar the U.S. spends on contraceptive services 
for the poor yields savings of nearly $4. In a time of great concern over budget 
deficits and recession, these costs are worth noting and taking seriously.

Although public funding 
by itself cannot meet the 
total need, it can make a 

real difference in the lives 
of women and families.

WOMEN AND FAMILIES IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND AROUND 

THE GLOBE ARE FACING A SERIOUS 
HEALTH CRISIS
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Family planning is the freely and mutually chosen use of a variety of 
contraceptive methods to prevent or postpone pregnancy. It does not 
include interventions that take place after pregnancy is established; 

in other words, we do not include abortion in our definition of family 
planning. 

Family planning is undertaken by individuals and couples, but it can be 
encouraged and facilitated, or discouraged and rejected, by any person or 
entity that disapproves of family planning from a misguided concern that 
family planning is the equivalent of abortion. It is not.

The association and the confusion of family planning 
with abortion has caused intense religious opposition by 
Christians and others with the result that opposition has 
extended not just to abortion, but to family planning as a 
whole. This conceptually confused opposition to 
family planning is an international phenomenon, and has 
hindered funding and support of desperately needed family 
planning services both in the United States and around the 
world.

AN EVANGELICAL 
CHRISTIAN VIEW OF 
THE HEALTH CRISIS

We do not include 
abortion in our 

definition of family 
planning.
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First and foremost, family planning strengthens families and 
communities worldwide. It strengthens families by allowing 
couples to bring children into their families when they have the 

spiritual, emotional, and financial resources to cope with them. The 
strengthening of families in turn creates stable 
and emotionally healthy communities.

As evangelicals, we believe in a God-given design 
for the formation and structuring of family life. 
Despite considerable cultural variation, we 
believe both scripture and human experience 
counsel a design for family life in which a man 
and a woman, once having freely chosen to 
enter into a binding lifetime marriage covenant 
with each other, discipline themselves to refrain 
from sexual intercourse prior to marriage. This 
restraint is undertaken in large part to prevent 
the birth of children outside the protective 
cocoon of a stable marital bond. Entry into marriage, in God’s design, 
initiates the couple’s sexual relationship, while producing the relational 
nexus that is the precondition for readiness to welcome children. And, 
indeed, because sexual intercourse is intrinsically procreative, each 
married couple must understand that the possibility of pregnancy 
exists, under normal health circumstances, with every act of sexual 
intercourse. 

We also recognize the inescapable fact that women and men engage 
in sexual activity outside the bounds of marriage. We do not condone 
this activity, but we must recognize its existence. Family planning 
becomes even more important in safeguarding the health and welfare 
of families in light of this fact. 

Although some Christians believe that any efforts to prevent 
pregnancy within marriage violate God’s design, we do not. However, 
this is not the place to enter into a lengthy moral argument related to 

FAMILY PLANNING 
STRENGTHENS FAMILIES

Entry into marriage, in 
God’s design, initiates 

the couple’s sexual 
relationship, while 

producing the relational 
nexus that is the 

precondition for readiness 
to welcome children.
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either natural or technological means of contraception, 
because objections to contraception per se generally 
do not drive evangelical objections to family planning. In 
the May 2012 Gallup Poll on Values and Beliefs, 89% of 
the respondents answered that they believe that the use 
of contraception is morally acceptable. We are among 
that number, even while standing firm on our beliefs 
regarding sexual activity outside of marriage. 

If a married couple can add to 
their family at a pace and at a 
size that they can manage, it also 
allows greater, more consistent, 
and less stressed attention of 
parents to each of their children, 
and increases the likelihood that 
children will receive the emotional, 
relational, and financial resources 
necessary to thrive in their own 
adult lives. Such decisions carefully 

undertaken are an expression of moral responsibility and 
care.

We do here wish to affirm that contraceptive 
methods offer legitimate and morally 
acceptable means to exert greater control 
over the number and timing of births and 
will enhance the overall health of women and 
children.

Because every human being is significant to God their 
Creator and Redeemer, efforts to enhance human health 
and well-being should be supported by all Christians.

We also recognize the 
inescapable fact that women 
and men engage in sexual 
activity outside the bounds of 
marriage. We do not condone 
this activity, but we must 
recognize its existence. 
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Even in countries with advanced medical technology, most 
of us are aware that pregnancy and childbirth carry 
health risks, and that those risks are greater for some 
women than they are for others. One reason to support 

family planning even in medically advantaged western nations 
is on the basis of concern for women’s health. Pregnancy and 
childbirth pose inherent health risks for women 
even in the presence of adequate healthcare, but 
those risks increase exponentially if there is no or 
inadequate heath care available. 

A global perspective sharpens this concern 
considerably. Death in childbirth takes one 
woman’s life per minute per year. Ninety-
nine percent of these deaths occur in poor 
countries. Many more women survive but have 
their health permanently ruined by repeated 
childbearing. Women die in childbirth primarily because of the 
lack of adequate health care services for them, especially in 
poor rural areas. Maternal mortality and “morbidity” are largely 
preventable with adequate resources—but in the poorest parts 
of the world, those resources have simply not been committed 
by societies and governments. 

In light of these realities, and in view of a basic compassionate 
concern for women at their point of greatest vulnerability, 
Christians should support rather than oppose efforts to make family 
planning services available to women in every part of the world. 

FAMILY PLANNING 
PROTECTS THE HEALTH

OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN

The flourishing, and 
often even the survival of 

women, requires that they 
be able to gain access to 

contraception when they 
need it.
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According to the Guttmacher Institute’s research, 215 
million women want contraception and cannot get access 
to it around the world. The flourishing, and often even 
the survival of women, requires that they be able to gain 

access to contraception when they 
need it, even if they must do so on 
their own. 

Christians have many legitimate 
concerns about anything that 
weakens rather than strengthens the 
bond and the shared decision making 
between a husband and a wife. But 
realistic attention to power inequities 
between men and women, globally 
and domestically, must yield our 

compassionate commitment to women’s unilateral access 
to family planning services for their own most basic self-
protection. 

Women die in 
childbirth primarily 
because of the lack of 
adequate health care 
services for them, 
especially in poor 
rural areas.
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Countries that have the lowest abortion rates 
in the world, such as Belgium, Germany 
and Switzerland, are those that have made 

contraception most easily available, typically free 
of charge. In the United States, researchers have 
calculated that contraceptive services provided at 
Title X–funded clinics in 2008 helped to avert some 
973,000 unintended pregnancies, which would have 
resulted in 406,000 abortions. Without these services, 
unintended pregnancy and abortion in the United 
States would be one-third higher. 

The research is not ambiguous: 
Contraception is credited with 
preventing an estimated 112 
million abortions worldwide 
each year. In the United States 
alone, 95% of the unintended 
pregnancies reported yearly 
occur because of the lack of, or 
improper use of contraception 
- 40% of these preventable, 
unintended pregnancies end in 
abortion. And so cuts to family 
planning, even when intended to 
signal opposition to abortion, could actually increase 
the number of abortions. 

Providing couples and families access to contraception is 
indispensable for preventing unintended pregnancy and 
thus reducing abortions. 

FAMILY PLANNING 
REDUCES ABORTION

Cuts to family planning, even when intended to 
signal opposition to abortion, could actually increase 

the number of abortions.
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Our belief as New Evangelicals: We must recognize 
as a practical matter that couples engage in sexual activity 
outside of marriage whether we approve of it or not. 
Although we do not offer moral support for sexual 
activity outside of marriage, we do believe that providing 
contraceptive access to all is a preferable option to couples 
engaging in unprotected sex.

Our belief and support of family: Family planning 
is morally laudable in Christian terms because of its 
contribution to family well-being, women and children’s 
health, and the prevention of abortion.

Our loving challenge to pro-life Christians: Please 
do not block family planning efforts, globally or domestically, 
because of your opposition to groups that provide both 
contraception and abortion. Instead, consider how a deeply 
pro-life moral commitment, focusing on the flourishing of all 
human beings made in God’s image, actually ought to lead 
to support for family planning as we have defined it in this 
document.

OUR CHALLENGE AND INVITATION TO EVANGELICALS
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OUR COMMITMENTS

We commit to tell the truth about the reality of 
family planning needs around the world, and here at 
home.

We commit to not allow partisan, political 
manipulations to deter us from taking determined 
action— either through our own ministry work or by the 
actions of our own government–to protect the lives of women and 
children that are lost to inadequate health care and family planning. 

We commit to help protect funding for family 
planning by the United States Congress and the Administration. 

CONCLUSION

It is time for Evangelicals to give appropriate attention to the 
challenges of healthy timing and spacing of pregnancies, here and 
abroad. After all, many evangelical organizations have endorsed 
the Millennium Development Goals, which includes those aimed 

at reducing maternal, infant and young child deaths.

It is imperative that we seek common ground. We must give 
appropriate attention to family planning without entangling it in the 
often partisan, politically motivated abortion controversy. 

This year the world’s population reached 7 billion, with much 
of that population growth happening in low and middle-income 
countries.  About 1.8 billion are young people – aged 10 to 24 – 
who need access to education and family planning information and 
health services. These young people deserve a chance to thrive.

And, there is no way to escape the reality that such rapid growth 
in those countries has affected gender equality. Where women 
are denied full legal, social and economic rights, such as education, 
property ownership and credit, they are forced to rely on 
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childbearing for survival, status and security. These are concerns 
which Evangelicals must not hide under the rug, or refuse to 
address. 

Out of our biblical faith, compassion, and common sense, we ask our 
fellow brothers and sisters in Christ to both listen and respond favorably 
to our “Call to Common Ground.”

Finally, we acknowledge the importance of prayer. We pray that our 
Heavenly Father will regard us as having been faithful to the task of 
being his Witnesses in the world. 

We also ask for forgiveness as fallible men and women for the 
many times we have failed to heed the cries of our fellow Christian 
believers who have asked for their help at achieving safe, healthy, 
pregnancies. 

It is time to find common ground as Christians on family 
planning and maternal and children’s health. 

It is time to act.

www.newevangelicalpartnership.org

100 Donner Dr., Suite B
Oak Ridge, TN 37830


